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That, as the distance of each capillary vessel from each other is more than 
double the breadth ot the coloured layer surrounding each, even in the coloured 
ring the greater portion of the bone is really uncoloured, really white. And, 
lastly, that the dyeing of the bone is influenced by the mode in which the blood 
is distributed through it; some bones, from the peculiarities of their circulation, 

being coloured from within outwards, otherwise from without inwards_ Ibid. 

from Ibid Feb. 1842. 

1. Physiological Observations on Double Uterus — M. Dumas relates in the Jour¬ 
nal dc la Soe. de Med. Pratique dc Montpelier , a case of double uterus observed by 
himself, and refers to a number of similar cases, from a comparison of which lie 
draws the following conclusions. 

1st. 1 lie menstrual discharge may continue from the empty uterus, whilst the 
other contains an embryo. 

2. The two uteri do not influence each other to such a degree, as that the 
empty one should be always under the immediate influence of the other which 
is fecundated. 

3. The woman may be a virgin as regards the left one, and with child in the 
right, and vice versa. She may be at the full time with the one, and in labour, 
while with the other she is not near her period. 

4. Superfetation may take place in cases of double uterus with double neck 
and os uteri, and also in cases of double uterus with single neck and os uteri. 

5th. Notwithstanding the absence of anatomical proof of the existence of super¬ 
fetation in cases of double uterus, its possibility ought to be admitted in leiral 
medicine. ° 

6th. In well marked cases ofdouble uterus, there will be an inclination to the 
same side that the fertile womb is on; and all the symptoms will be slightly 
different from those observed in a case of single uterus. 

7lh. Although it cannot be laid down as a°principle, that each cavity of the 
double uterus can become so developed, as to be able to contain a ftetus at tho 
full period, yet we can believe in frequent abortions. 

8th. The double uterus, when enlarged, renders labour and the expulsion of 
the after-birth difficult, and facilitates the laceration of the soft parts. 

9th. Thanks to the form observed by M. Martin St. Ange, (in which the 
cavity of the neck of the uterus communicated with that of the body, by a nar¬ 
row canal thirteen millimetres in length,) we can explain the retention of the 
secundmes, and the difficulty experienced in their extraction, when the canal 
which retains them has not previously been sufficiently dilated.— Gazelle Mid. 
de Paris, 4 Feb. 1843. 

8. Transposition of the Viscera. —M. Gerdy communicated to the French Aca¬ 
demy of Medicine 23d Feb., a case of transposition of all the organs; even the 
cavities of the heart were transposed. 


MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 

9. Emmenagogue Solution —M. Bocchardat recommends the following as 
an emmenagogue:—Chloro-aurati ammonia:, ten grains; distilled water, 300 
scruples; alcohol, 36°, 300 scruples. Make a solution, and preserve in a well- 
stoppered vessel. This preparation is used with much advantage in cases of 
amenorrhma and dysmenorrhoea, arising from debility, and is far superior to other 
preparations of gold, such as, for instance, the eyanuret of that metal. It is 
given morning and evening in the dose of a coffee-spoonful in a cupful of pure 
water, duly sweetened. The chloro-aurate of ammonia is obtained by dissolv¬ 
ing one part by weight of the pcrchloruret of gold with two pans by weight of 
the hydro-chlorate of ammonia, in a sufficient quantity of distilled water, aidinu 
the solution by the addition of a few drops of weak nitro-muriatic acid (aqua 
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like most other iodides, a little free iodine; bat retains its colour, and does not 
part with its iron; for I have some now by me which was made six years 
ago, and the only deposit is a little sulphate of potass. The liquor oxysulphatis 
ferri is also a test for the purity of hydriodate of potash, producing in the above 
proportions a deep transparent solution. 

In medicine, as well as in the arts, much disappointment would be avoided, 
and much advantage gained, in attending to the base, that is to say, to the state 
of oxidation of the mineral mado use of; each oxide possessing essential pro* 
perties, differing materially from each other. This we have already seen in the 
observations upon antimony and mercury; but it is more particularly evinced in 
the use of copper. In copper we have a valuable tonic and astringent in some 
cases of epilepsy, chorea, and uterine hemorrhage; but nearly all the prepara¬ 
tions now in use are unmanageable, as they contain peroxide, which is poison¬ 
ous; while the protoxide is nearly inert. Even the ammoniaret, which is the 
mildest of them all, still requires the greatest care, as it also contains peroxide. 
—Lancet, June 25, 1842. 

11. Mode of preserving Nitrate of Silver — M. Dumeril has for a long while 
employed a very simple process for preserving the nitrate of silver from the in¬ 
jurious effects of exposure to the air, when run into sticks. It consists in merely 
coating the caustic with engraver’s sealing-wax, which contains a large quantity 
of shellac. This wax adheres very well, and forms a strong and smooth var¬ 
nish, as it were, which remains unaffected by the atmosphere. Thus protected 
the nitrate no longer stains the fingers, injures the caustic-case, nor is in any 
way changed by the moisture in the air, possesses a greater degree of solidity, 
and, at the same time, the process is of exceeding service in practice, inasmuch 
as when wanted for use, a small part only of the caustic need be uncovered by 
means of a penknife, so that its application can be restricted to the part where 
it is required. This is of peculiar utility in ulceration of the throat, aphtha:, 
fissures, &c.— Prov. Med. Joum. July 2, from Pull, de Thcrap. 

12. External application of Croton oil. —Whenever it is required to use this 
method of counter-irritation, M. Bouchardat strongly recommends a plaster which 
has been much used by M. Chomel at the Hotel Dieu, and which is thus pre¬ 
pared: Four parts of diachylon-plaster are melted at a very gentle heat, and 
while it is half liquid one part of croton oil is mixed with it, and the mixture is 
then spread in a thick layer on calico. Pieces cut from this may be applied to 
the skin, like ordinary sticking-plaster, and quickly produce an active irritation. 
— B. F. Med. tier. July 1842, from Bull. Gin. de Thcrapeutique , March, 1842. 

13. On the use of the Ergot of Bye.— Dr. Geo. Fife states that the ergot of 
rye is a useful medicine in polypus uteri, attended with profuse hemorrhage,— 
menorrhagia, where there is no inordinate action of the heart or arteries, or'mor- 
hid sensibility of the uterine system,—in leucorrhaa, when independent of 
inflammatory action,—in chlorosis with amenorrhoea,—and in dysmenorrhaa. 
The first time Dr. Fife saw the ergot exhibited, was by the late Dr. Parr, of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in 1828. “It was in a case of polypus of the uterus ,* 
accompanied with frequent and frightful attacks of hemorrhage. He gave the 
ergot after all ordinary means had proved unavailing. The effect produced was 
not only the moderation of the hemorrhage, but also the expulsion of large and 
numerous masses of the tumour, in many of which a distinct fibrous structure 
was perceptible. After its continued employment, the woman, who had arrived 
at the climacteric period, enjoyed comparative health and comfort, being freed 
from the repealed and alarming hemorrhages, and experiencing no inconvenience 
from the small portion of the tumour which, when last examined, still remained. 
In certain cases of menorrhagia. Dr. F. has found this medicine of the greatest 

, * Fide Monthly Journal, p. 416,1841, (Mr. Moyle’s paper,) and p. 570 (Dr. Sommer- 
ville’s paper.) 
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Jimrn., f eb. 1842, from London Med. Go;., June 18th, 1841. 
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• As an emmenagogue, Dr. F. prefers the Barbadoes to the Socotrine aloes. 
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cumstances of labour, and in all of which the child died with symptoms of 
hydrocephalus at various periods, from the 8th day to the end of the secpnd 

Znone f ^nnn h r'^ ‘ J . 1 wl11 bfi »“ n .” he observes, “ that of these cases, there 
an none connected with a first delivery, or any in which the child was sub- 

fac e 1o bfer ry tl at r ’fl thened im P ac ‘ ion - Is tb *re any warrant from this 

that argot had here exerted any specific influence upon the fee- 

alluded .‘°, b y «r. F. H. Ramshotham, independent of the 
utra-mechanical pressure induced by its action? It becomes, indeed, a very 
interesting question, if it be admitted that ergot has an auency in the cerebral 

t S TrZ e " P "l ,he , infant «o determine inVhat manner U 

whether, as above hinted, it be a purely mechanical effect, or occur¬ 
ring through the medium of direct absorption into the foetal system. The short 

JraiMt'thifb Wa ? a . llow . ed f ° r lts operation in the cases'adduced, militates 
against this conclusion, but by no means renders it impossible. The effects 

t 18 ad , ! ?' t ,' l;d t0 , eX ? rt T the oerebro-spinal axis, are generally slated to 

nnn!^ m 8 ,ia;° nSUt j U r g - the leadln S symptoms of narcotism, viz., dilatation of 
?rmim5n? d K ne8S, d . e i rlUIn ’ and st “P or * and ,llis mi g hI . with no great latitude of 
argument, be insisted upon as probably opening up a sufficiently morbid action 

LTonf? r d,8P r i0 r n \.’ Dr ‘ Ca ‘ le “’ 3 e “’ in tba conclusion of Ws 
PP e o r ’.°, lhe tru . e value °f tbe ergot, as applicable to obstetric practice is, that it 
ahonr b J T C 5 oP en e r get' c , p o,wer, the employment of which in the staues of 

to ‘ he h r,h °f ,lle Child, is generally contra-indicated, and only 
a ?“‘ n ' ble wbere tb " e , 1S fri° us hemorrhage from partial detachment of the 
placenta, accompanied by deficient uterine tone. But in the loot ttage of partu- 

cause!-/w7 ^ ° f eSSenUal service in checkin S hemorrhage from whatever 

m Bn 5 t'«jfw , '^ M .'.?° NJEAN ’ of , Chamb ery, has determined by numerous experi- 
” ?) ta ~ * 8t * That . ,he ergot, gathered the first day of its formation, has not the 
poisonous properties which it possesses when taken on the sixth day 2d Tint 

3d Thaf f 10 ° °\( 318 : Fr .; ) P^odoee* the same effect as gathering^ Celrly! 
3d, I hat fermentation also deprives it of its properties. 4th, That old and da¬ 
maged ergot loses nothing in this respect; which circumstances are important, as 
they serve to explain the want of success which sometimes attends its adminis- 
iniiion* 

M. Bonjean has discovered two different active principles: 

1st, One which acts as a poison, is the oil of ergot, of a uniform consistence, 
an acrid flavour, a yellowish colour, soluble in cold ether and in boiling alcohol 
possesses poisonous properties in a high degree. The author considers that 
twelve grammes of this oil are equivalent to thirty-two grammes of the ero-ot of 
rye; but he has observed, that at a temperature of 80° or 100° (C.) it loses'these 
violent properties, and becomes converted into a resin. It is, therefore, bel'er to 
prepare it with cold ether. 

2d, The aqueous extract is obtained by treating with water the powder, either 
deprived of its oil or not; it is brown, of a thick consistence and musty smell. 

It is^soluble in water, and can be formed into mixtures, syrups, pills, &c. It is not 
at all poisonous, but possesses very decided ami-hemorrhagic properties, which 
induced the author to call it anti-hemorrhagic extract; but it appears, that to 
name a product, which has been but little examined, according to one of it 3 
effects, is objectionable. M. Blanc, of Aix-les-Bains, has obtained excellent 
effects from the use of this extract; in a case of abundant and obstinate hemor- 
rhage, giving from fifty centigrammes to one gramme in the course of the day. 
M. Bonjean thinks it applicable to hemorrhages, whether simple or puerperal. 

He insists on the real advantage of separating the two active principles by 
analysis, the styptic extract and the poisonous aW.-Pharmaceulical Journal, 
Jan. 1842, from Journal dc Chimie Med. 



